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Title: Definitive Sanctification (DD-23)
Purpose: To instruct hearers of the reality of definitive sanctification right at the threshold of the Christian life and its practical implications.

Introduction
1.
It is not experience that is the criterion of truth; it is truth is the criterion of experience. This was something that the Puritans were particularly concern about, and therefore, they put great emphasizes upon a biblical understanding of “Experiential Christianity” or “The Experiential Blessings of Salvation”.

2.
In our previous studies, we have already considered five of the experiential blessings of salvation – 1) God’s Call 2) Regeneration 3) Conversion 4) Justification 5) Adoption. Now we move to the sixth …

VI.
SANCTIFICATION – DEFINITIVE
· Now when we speak of sanctification we generally think of it in terms of the gradual process we believers go through were we become less and less like the Devil and more and more like God in moral purity. We generally think of it in terms of a process by which we believers are gradually transformed in mind, affection, will, and conduct; and conformed more and more to the image of Christ. However, it must be understood that the Bible really speaks of sanctification in three different stages: 1) Definitive Sanctification -  Sanctification Began – the Radical Cleavage 2) Progressive Sanctification – Sanctification Continued – the Gradual Process 3) Completed Sanctification – Sanctification Finished – Glorification.  Today we will only look at the first stage: Definitive Sanctification – Sanctification Began- the Radical Cleavage.  As we look at this subject of definitive sanctification from the word of God, we will do so under 4 headings.
A.
The Reality of Definitive Sanctification


1.
Scriptural Texts

a.
1Cor 1:1-3 (READ)
· Note how the members of the church at Corinth are designated - “to those who have been sanctified” (perfect participle passive) - an event that has been terminated or completed in the past but whose results continues to the present. The phrase could be translated - “to those who have been sanctified in the past and remains in that state”. So Paul here does not have in mind progressive sanctification but something that has been accomplished in the past but the effect continues to the present.’
· And it is for this reason that Christians are called “saints” or “sanctified ones”. They are called saints because they have been sanctified in the past and remains in that state. Note how Paul puts the two concept is close connection – 1:2 (READ).
· It is important to note that this does not mean that these Christians are no longer without sin. If you read the letter, the church had many sins they had to deal with. However, Paul asserts nonetheless that they “have been sanctified.” They have experienced in the past definitive sanctification and they remain in that state to the present. 
b.
1Cor 6:9-11 (READ)
· The verbs “you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified” are all aorist indicatives – past completed action. So Paul has in mind here not the progressive aspect of sanctification, but he is referring to that once-for-all definitive sanctification that takes place at the threshold of the Christian life. He is referring to that aspect of sanctification closely associated with regeneration and justification.
· These Christians were far from perfect, but they also have gone through this once-for-all definitive sanctification that radically altered the way they live. 
c.
Acts 26:18 (READ).  The particle “have been sanctified” is a perfect passive – past completed action the effects of which continues to the present. This verse is again speaking of that definitive sanctification that comes at conversion.

2.
So the bible does speak of a once-for-all definitive sanctification that takes place at conversion. And this aspect of sanctification is something you must not overlook for it is of great practical importance and value, as we shall see in a moment.
B.
The Nature of Definitive Sanctification
1.
And here we are but addressing the question: What is the nature of this definitive sanctification? What does it involve? No passage in the NT is more instructive in this issue that Rom 6 - 8. It is impossible for us to expound the entirety of this section of Scriptures. However, what we will do is to focus upon its key statement. Rom 6:1-2 (READ) - then, in 6:3-11, Paul develops that assertion.

a.
The pivot of Paul’s refutation that believers can and will continue living in sin is that believers “have died to sin” – aorist indicative - past completed action. Not “we who are dying to sin”. And here we find the nature of definitive sanctification.
b.
But what does it mean that believers “have died to sin”? 
· Well here in Rom 6, sin is view as a master - Rom 6:14 (READ).
· So to die to sin means to die to the dominion or reign of sin. It means to have been freed from sin’s dominion. It means to cease to be a slave of sin. 
· And this is the language of Rom 6: 6-7 (READ) – “was crucified” aorist indicative passive - past completed action - “who has died” aorist participle – past completed action - “freed” perfect indicative passive - event happened in the past the result of which continues to the present.

· This is also the language of Rom 6:17-18 (READ) - “having been freed” aorist indicative - past completed action.  

c.
This language presupposes that all of us by nature are born as slaves of sin and of Satan. 
· All of us by nature are born as slaves of sin and of Satan. We are all by nature under the power and dominion of sin and the Satan. Thus in 1Jn 5:19 John writes that “the whole world lies in power of the evil one.” Thus also prior to conversion, Christians are described in Eph 2:2 as those who “walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince and the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience”.  And this is true no matter how morally upright and religious we might be, we are all born under the dominion and reign of sin and of Satan. 
· However, at conversion, a person dies to the dominion and reign of sin. He ceases to be a slave of sin.  
d.
It is important to emphasize here that this does not mean that when a person is converted he no longer has problems with sin. NO. Rom 6:12-14 (READ). Christians will still have problems with sin - yes. And the struggle with sin will never end up until the Christian dies. And yet a Christian is no longer a slave of sin. He has “died to sin”. He has died to the dominion or reign of sin. Sin no longer is his master. He is no longer a slave of sin. He has been freed from its dominion.

e.
An illustration commonly used to illustrate this truth is that of warfare. 
· When the Japanese invaded our nation we became a nation under its rule and dominion for several years. But when the American soldiers came back to liberate our nation, they, together with the Filipino soldiers, freed our nation from Japanese control. However, although the control and dominion was broken, and yet the fighting did not immediately end.  For the Japanese continued to fight a guerrilla type of warfare.
· So also with the Christian. In definitive sanctification, the reign of sin is broken and overthrown. Sin still remains in the mind, affection, and the will of every Christian - yes - and the fight with sin will only end when a Christian dies. However, in definitive sanctification, the dominion of sin is broken. Believers “have died to sin”.
f.
Or think of the illustration of an eagle. 
· An eagle chained to the ground cannot fly. But if you were to set it free from its chain, then it can spread its wings and fly. In flying, the eagle is still subject to the gravitational pull, but its wings are so mighty that, without the chains, it can lift its weight up and fly.
· So also with the Christian. In definitive sanctification, the Christian is set free from dominion of sin. Like the eagle, a Christian has been set free from the chain of sin.   And although a Christian is still subject to the downward pull of sin, and yet, like the eagle who has been set free, he can spread his wings and fly.


2.
Now, that, in a nut shell, is the nature of definitive sanctification. At conversion, a Christian dies to sin. He dies to the dominion and reign of sin. And although a Christian still struggles with sin, he is no longer an utter slave of sin. He has been set free from sin’s dominion.
C.
The Agent of Definitive Sanctification

1. 
Now here we are simply addressing the question: Who is the efficient cause of definitive sanctification?  Who brings it to pass? The Triune God.  
a.
The specific action of the Father to effectuate definitive sanctification is in the effectual call. 

· It is God the Father who effectual calls us out of darkness and into His marvelous light (1Pet 2:9). 
· Or in the language of Col 1:13, “For He ( God the Father) rescued us   aorist indicative – past completed action) from the domain of darkness, and transferred us (aorist indicative – past completed action) to the kingdom of His beloved Son..”
b.
Secondly, the specific action of the Holy Spirit to effectuate definitive sanctification is in regeneration. 

· In regeneration, the Holy Spirit works in us a radical moral transformation. And because of that, we are not only enabled to repent and believe, but also it secures our inability to continue living is sin. 1John 3:9 (READ). 
· This does not mean that Christians no longer sin. We sin daily in our thoughts, words, and deeds. John made this clear earlier in 1John 1:8: “If we say we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us”. But the point of John is that those who have been born of God cannot live in sin - their life-style is not that of a sinner. And why? They have been born of God. Regeneration effects such a radical moral transformation that a believer cannot continue living in sin.

c.
Thirdly, the specific role of the Son of God to effectuate definitive sanctification is a believer’s union with Him in His death and resurrection. 

· Rom 6:3-8 (READ). Now here Paul speaks of the baptism of the Holy Spirit that unites believers to Christ and the body of Christ (1Cor 12:13). And over and over again here, Paul emphasizes that it is believer’s union with Christ in His death and resurrection that effectuates the believer’s death to sin and freedom from its bondage at the time of his/her conversion.
· As to how our union Christ’s dead and resurrection brought into effect only at the time of our conversion can be the efficient cause of our definitive sanctification is something beyond human comprehension. But that is what the Holy Spirit through Paul declares is the efficient cause of our definitive sanctification. 
2.
Therefore, the agent of the definitive aspect of sanctification is the Triune God. The specific action of the God the Father to bring it pass is in the effectual call. The specific role of the Holy Spirit to bring it to pass is in regeneration. . And the specific role of the Lord Jesus to bring to pass it pass is union with Him in His death and resurrection brought into effect at our conversion.
D.
The Practical Implications of Definitive Sanctification
1.
Any supposed conversion that does not include definitive sanctification is no real conversion.
a.
1Cor 6:11 (READ) “Such were some of you; but you were washed (aorist indicative – past completed action), but you were sanctified (aorist indicative passive– past completed action) , but you were justified (aorist indicative passive – past completed action) in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” These three aspects of God’s saving work in sinners are concurrent realities. If a person has not been sanctified, then he/she has not only been washed and justified.
b.
It is important not to confuse justification and sanctification - those blessings of God in salvation are distinct. However, those blessings of salvation are also inseparable. They always go together. Those who are justified are also washed and sanctified. What God has joined together, let no one separate. 
c.
God’s provision in salvation is complete. He will not only declare a sinner righteous on the basis of Christ’s merits and give him a right to eternal life. But God will also make that sinner fit for eternal life.
d.
So if a person has not been sanctified, there is no basic change in his life-style, then he/she has also not been washed or justified. 
2.
Unless a person has received God’s grace of definitive sanctification, then his/her efforts in progressive sanctification will be fruitless.

a.
For how can a man live in holiness and grow in holiness when he has not died to the dominion and reign of sin? Impossible. And unless that person is united to Christ in the bonds of living faith, he/she will never make progress in sanctification. Think of our eagle illustration. Unless you break the chains that bind an eagle to the ground, it will never be able to fly no matter how hard it tries. Break the chains first, and then only will it be able to fly .So also if a person has not received God’s grace of definitive sanctification that goes together with regeneration and justification, his/her efforts in progressive sanctification will be fruitless. 
b.
Therefore, if this is your case, then what you need is not to be concern with progressive sanctification, what you need is to be united to Christ in the bonds of living faith.

3.
If a person has received God’s grace of definitive sanctification, then his/her efforts in progressive sanctification will never be in vain.
a.
Rom 6:12-14 (READ).  If you have been sanctified, then your efforts in progressive sanctification will never be in vain. You can fight with sin. You do not have to obey sin as if he is still your master or you its slave. 
b.
And although there will be ups and downs in sanctification, you will still find a gradual progress. 

